
MONTHLY REPOBT PORTFOLIO: Human settlement and Land Devetopment

[O].IH; September 2026

M EMBE&RESL ON S-l B-IEEAEfHIS-P-O RT FO L I O : F ra n c o i s H a tt i n g h

R er Unli nishedhsuses andjllegplstrueluresjn war d 1 4,.

According to buitding inspector notices were issued. Who is fotiowing up on thls?

Ero-nem-an opposi!-e- nr 8C Fochvill-e- - Roof was put up watl was buitt (Septembe r 2025
- our question "New house buitding ptans")

Otienhs,ut64Eoeh-v-ilte- house's roof has been put up, no other progress is stitt
inhabited (September 2025 - our question "lncomptete Occupied house, bui[ding
extensions bu i td i ng pta ns, service co n nectio n")

Peperkg-r-re.-t Fochui[l-e there is a new house being buitt no sign on it, foundation has
been pored, bricks, detivered. - New buitding not on the tist

W-a-t-tet25{27),F-oehvitle Nothing new happened house sti[[ stands haLf buitt.
(September 2025 - "New house buitding ptans")

Kareebqom F-oehville-17 - Bricks Foundation grass grown in fondation

l-S,ay-e amore Fqchvitl,e * nothing new happend, finished buitding (Septembe r 2025 -
Guest house, buitding ptans)

110 g-lienhout Foe-hvtlle]llqilJ-suse- Nothing Happened Yet (september 2025 -

Service connection occupation certificate)

93 Olienhout Fochvtle people lives in the house finished buitt but not yet painted.
(September 2025 - "bui[ding extension buitding plans")

Sec-snd report (September 2025 )

11 Kiaat, Fochvitle - Construction has been compteted.

19 Disa, Fochvitte - Construction has been completed, and the property is currentty
occupied.

17 TambotielBtoekom, Fochvitte - Construction is stitl. in progress, and the property is
currentty occupied.
11 Etm Weg, Fochvil,l,e - Construction remains incomptete, and no further progress has
been observed at the property.



5 Anemoon, Fochvilte - The structure in question appears to be more than a carport; it
atso inctudes a granny ftat that has been constructed.

65 Keurboom, Fochvitte - Construction has been compteted, and the property is
currentty occupied.

9 Keurboom, Fochvitle - Construction of a boundary watt is currentty underway.

18,2A, and 24 Denneweg, FochviLte - Att buitdings appear to be compl,eted, and the
properties are cu rrentty occu pied.

2 Stinkhout, Fochvitle - Construetion is $titt in progre$s at the property, aRd some
atterations/extensions have reported [y been made

NewBuildings in lUard 14

9 Tambotie, Fochvitle - Bricks have been detivered to the site.

65 Jackaranda, Fochvitte - Bricks have been detivered to the site.

auestions

1. What is the permitted timeframe for the completion of a residentiat property?
2" ls occupation of a residential property permitted whil,e construction is stil.t in

progress?

3. what measures are in ptace to prevent occupancy of incomplete houses?
4. Do buitding inspectors conduct regutar site visits?

Francois Hattingh



wARp 14

REPORT 2025109/01

PORTFOLIO: WATER AND ELECTRICITY

ELECTRICITY

Ongoing electrical outages due to the municipality's outstanding debt to Eskom and the resulting limitations
placed on electricity supply.

Water

Water leak 7 Anemoon Fochville reported 13 August REF nr: OAAK6W0W26
. I i , r, /
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Wyk 14: Monthty Report:

Portfolio: Road, Storm water and pubtic works.

Member: Mr Simon Matlala

Month of: September 2026

The purpose of this report is to make sure that the peopte get their services detivered to them by
the municipal.ity.

I woutd tike to thank the municipatity for f itiing the pothotes to some of our street been reported I

will appreciate if they can help me with atso the foitowing street which are in bad condition:

o Aster street whote street very bad pothotes need attention.
o Disalaan and Anemoon right in the corner very bad pothotes need attention.
o Anemoon and Stinkhout street right in the corner very bad pothotes need attention.
r Anemoon and Jacaranda and the whote street of Jacaranda need attention.
o Ebbehout laan very bad pothotes need attention. Thank you for attending to this but out

of the 4 pothotes onty 3 were done what about the last one?
o Otienhout street no 104 ,57,96 and 49 very bad pothotes need urgent attention please

a e Thank you for the pothotes they fixed in Olienhout.
o Otienhout and Froneman street on the corner need attention very bad pothotes.
o Thank you for f itting the pothotes at the beginning of Keurboom Fochvitte but in front of

36 Keurboom Fochvitte there is stiit a big pothote that needs to be fixed.

Ptease *,*o wB need assistance with these potholes on our it's a serious probtern that needs to
be addressed.

Thank you

Mr Simon MATLALA



07-Sep-26

PARTFOLIO: PUBLIC SAFETY, WARD 14, FOCHVILLE.

MONTH: Aug-26

MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOETH$PARTFOLIO : JC VAN DER MERWE

a ELECTRTCALCABLE FAULTS /THEFT OUTAGES:
SEVERAL OUTAGI DUE TO OVERLOADING WHEREBY LOAD ROTATION BEEN APPLIED DUEN TO \
EXTREME COLD FRONT.

a BURGLAR//ES / STOLEN TTEMS :
1 HOUSE BRAKE CASE IN OUR WARD REPORTED.

ARREST IVIADE BY SAPS IN VEREENIGING REGARDING STOLEN VEHICLE IN FRONT] OF MY YARD .

CAMERA FOOTAGE HELPED A LOT, VEHICLE BEEN SPOTED ON BELREX,

1l c.P.F.

SEVERAL OPERATIONS TOGETHER WITH SAPS CONDUCTED IN AND OUT OF WARD.

4J ACCIDENTS:
MANY AGAIN THIS MONTH IN OUR PRECINCT THIS YEAR ON THE N12, KOKOSI ROAD AND R5OO.

il GAMERA iY9TEMS :
CAMERAS BEEN UP AND DOWN, BETWEEN DIFFERENT SPOTS.

il SPEED HUMBS:
UNCHANCED FROM PREVIOUS REPORT

a POTHOLES:
NONE BEEN REPORTED OR SEEN THAT'S WAS FIXED.

A PUBLIC SAFETY DEPARTMENT :
STILL SAIVIE AS PREVIOUS REPORT.

9.) MtSstNG PERSONS REPORT:
NO MISSING REPORTS.

LO.l TNCOMPLETED HOUSES :
SAME AS PREVIOUS REPORT.

LL.l FTELD FtREs :
SEVARAL IN OUR WARD. BEEN ATTENDED TO BY FIRE DEPARTII'IENT.

CIVIC CENTRE WHERE FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONDED.

LZ.l WATER CRtStS:
a.) NoTHINGTO REPORT

13.1 OTHER MATTER|:
A,) ILLIGAL DUMPING ONGOING. NO RESPONSE FROM PUBLIC SAFTETY WHEN BEEN REPORTED.

b.) HoMELESS pEOpLE SLEEptNG tN PARKS AND OPEN F|ELDS.

C.) MOTORBIKES STILL A BIG PROBLEM, ESSPECIALY AT THE SAVF RESORT DURING WEEKENDS.
I SPOKE TO RELEVENT OWNERS AND DEPARTMENT, BUT NO ONE WILLING TO REALY TO HELP,

tc MERWE



LOCAL ECONOMTC DEVELOPMENT (LED) REPORT

Ward 14- Merafong City LocaI Municipatity
Meeting Date: 1 September 2026
Reporting Period: August 2026
Final, LED PortfoLio Report

submitted by:
Jaco van der Merwe

1. Executive Summary

This report represents my finat LocaI Economic Devetopment (LED) portfol.io report for
Ward 14.

The position at the end of August 2026 remains broadLy consistent with that reported
throughout the preceding year. Ward 1 4 and the greater Fochvitl.e area retain economic
potentiat, but meaningfut Locat Economic Deve[opment continues to be constrained
primarity by unretiabte municipaI services, ageing infrastructure, municipal financiaI
distress and the resul.ting loss of confidence in Merafong City LocaL Municipaiity.

The most significant positive regionatdevelopment remains continued investment in the
mining sector. Harmony Gold's investment in the Mponeng tife-of-mine extension provides
a substantial"ty improved [ong-term outlook for mining activity in the greater Merafong
economy.

The contrast is therefore increasingty ctear: private and mining-sector investment offers
economic opportunity, while municipaI infrastructure and governance remain
significant constraints on the abitity of communities such as Fochvitte to capita[ise on
that opportunity.

2. Water Services and Economic Impact

Water security remains a materiaI economic risk.

The severe water disruptions experienced during 2025 and earLy 2026 demonstrated the
vutnerabitity created by Merafong's financial. position and its substantialoutstanding debt
to Rand Water.

White conditions have improved f rom the protonged outages previous[y experienced, the
underl.ying financiaL and inf rastructure risks have not disappeared. Water interruptions,
ageing reticulation infrastructure and uncertainty regarding tong-term butk-water security
continue to inftuence business and investor confidence.

Businesses and househotds have increasingly been forced to provide their own resitience
through water tanks, pumps and other contingency measures. These costs effectivety



transfer the consequences of unretiabte municipaI services to residents and the private
sector.

Retiabl.e water provision must be regarded not onl.y as a basic service but as essentiaI
econom ic i nfrastructure.

3. Etectricity and lnfrastructure

Etectricity remains one of the most serious constraints affecting economic activitywithin
Ward 14.

The chaltenges repeatedty raised during the reporting period include:

. Ageinge[ectricityinfrastructure;
o CapacityLimitations;
. Maintenancebacklogs;
. Equipment and transformer failures;
o Theft and vandatism;
o StreetLiBht faitures; and
o The financiaI pressure associated with municipat butk electricity obtigations.

These conditions increase the cost and risk of conducting business and discourage
additionat investment.

Businesses cannot reasonabty be expected to expand operations, emptoy additionat staff
or invest significant capitatwhere retiab[e etectricity suppl.y cannot be assured.

4. Business C[imate Assessment

The [ocat business environment remains subdued.

Existing businesses continue to demonstrate considerabte resitience, but the prevaiLing
environment remains focused primarity on maintaining existing operations rather than
significa nt expansion.

There remains timited evidence of major new private-sector investment within Ward 14
itsetf .

The recurring issues affecting business confidence remain:

. Retiabitity of water and etectricity;
o Municipatfinanciat sustainabitity;
o Infrastructuremaintenance;
r Dectiningpubticinfrastructure;
. MunicipaI responsiveness; and
o Uncertainty regarding future service capacity.
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The economic fundamenta[s of FochvitLe have not disappeared. lts geographic position,
estabtished residentiaI market, agricutturaI surroundings and proximity to major mining
operations continue to provide a foundation for economic activity.

The constraint is increasingty not a lack of economic opportunity, but the municipaL
environment within which that opportunity must operate.

5. RegionaI Economic Driver - Mponeng and the Mining Sector

The strongest positive devetopment during this reporting cycte remains the tong-term
outtook for the regionaI mining sector.

Harmony Gotd's Mponeng [ife-of-mine extension represents a significant capitaL
commitment to the West Rand mining economy. The project is intended to substantiaLty
extend the operationat [ife of the wortd's deepest gol.d mine and provides greater certainty
regarding the longevity of mining activity within the Merafong region.

This creates potentia I secondary opportunities through :

o Continued direct and indirect emptoymenU
r Contractor and supptier activity;
o LocaI procurement;

o Transport and Logistics;
o HousinEiandaccommodation;
o Retai[ and service industries;
r Construction and maintenance; and
o SMME devetopment.

For an economy historicaLty dependent on mining, the extension of major mining
operations provides vatuabte time for the region to diversify rather than face an abrupt
economic dectine associated with mine ctosures.

This opportunity shouLd therefore be treated as a strategic economic window.

Merafong must use the extended tifespan of its mining economy to devetop sustainabte
non-mining economic activity rather than simply remaining dependent upon mining untit
eventuaI ctosure.

6. LegisLative and Governance Context

Section 152(1Xb)of theConstitutionof theRepubl.icof SouthAfrica requiresmunicipatities
to ensure the provision of services to communities in a sustainabte manner.

Section 152(1)(c) further requires municipatities to promote sociat and economic
devetopment.

These obLigations a re d i rectly interconnected.
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LocaI Economic Devetopment cannot sustainably occur where basic municipal.
infrastructure is unretiabte.

The MunicipaI Finance Management Act f urther estab[ishes the financiaI governance
framework necessary for sustainabl.e municipaI operations. Financiat instabil.ity eventua[[y
manifests as service-delivery instabitity, infrastructure deterioration and reduced
economic confidence.

The experience of Ward 14 during this portfotio reporting period demonstrates this
retationship ctea rty.

7. Key Risks to LocaI Economic Development

The principat risks remain:

o Municipalfinanciatinstabil.ity;
o Water-security risk;
. Ageing etectricityinfrastructure;
o lnsufficient infrastructure capacity;
r MaintenancebackLogs;
o DeterioratingpubLic infrastructure;
o Dectining investor confidence;
o Limited municipaI capacity for new development;
o lncreasing private expenditure required to compensate for municipat faitures; and
. Continued dependence on mining as the principat regionat economic driver.

8. Opportunities

Despite these chattenges, Ward 14 and the greater FochviLte area retain significant
opportunities.

These inctude:

. Long-term regionaI mining investment;

. Mining-retated procurement and supptier devetopment;

. Agricutture and agriculturaI support services;
e Residentiatand commerciaIdevel.opment where infrastructure capacity permits;
o Smatt-businessdeveLopment;
o Renewabte and atternative-energy investment;
o Private-sector inf rastructure initiatives; and
. Fochvit[e's geographic position between the Johannesburg economic region,

Potchefstroom and the West Rand mining bett.



The objective shoutd not merety be to attract new businesses but to create an environment
in which existing businesses are wiLting to reinvest.

9. Recommendations

It remains recommended that Merafong City LocaL Municlpatity prioritise:

1. FinanciaI stabitisation and credibte management of butk-service debt.
2. Protection and renewat of criticaI water and electricity inf rastructure.
3. lnfrastructure capacity ptanning atigned with future deveLopment app[ications
4. Preventative mai ntena nce rather than contin ued crisis*driven repairs.
5. lmproved communication and accountabiLity regarding service faitures.
6. Active engagement with Harmony Gotd and other major regionaL emptoyers

rega rding loca I procu rement and supp[ier-devetopment opportun ities.
7. Devetopment of an economic diversification strategy that uses the extended

Lifespan of the mining sector to prepare Merafong for the eventuaI post-mining
economy.

B. Restoration of investor confidence through measurabte improvements in
governance and service detivery.

i 0. Final. Portfolio Assessment

Having reported on LocaI Economic Devetopment over this period, my assessment
remains fundamenta[[y unchanged:

There is economic potentiaL in Fochville and the greater Merafong region, but Locat
Economic Development cannot be separated from basic service del.ivery.

Busi nesses requ ire etectricity.

Businesses require water.

Devetopers req u ire inf rastructu re ca pacity.

lnvestors require regutatory and governance certainty.

Residents require functioning communities in which they are prepared to invest, purchase
property and estabI'ish businesses.

LED programmes atone cannot compensate for the absence of these f undamental"s.

The positive outtook created by continued investment in Mponeng and the broader mining
economy provides Merafongwith an opportunity. lt shoutd not be mistaken for a municipat
economic recovery. Rather, it provides additionat time within which the municipal.ity and
broader communitycan estabtish a more diversified and sustainabte economic base.



1 1. Conctusion

This being my final. LED portfotio report for Ward 14, I wish to record that the greatest
lesson from the reporting period has been the inseparab[e retationship between
governa nce, i nf rastructu re and econo m ic development.

Ward 14 remains economical.ty resil.ient because of its residents, businesses, agricultural
sector and its rel.ationship with the broader mining economy.

The potentiaL exists.

The chal.Lenge remains creating the municipaI environment in which that potentiaI can
devetop.

Future economic growth witt uttimatety depend upon restoring retiabte basic services,
sound financial. governance, infrastructure investment and confidence in tocat government

Submitted: 1 September 2026

ffii w.
Jaco Van der Merwe
Ward 14- Locat Economic Devetopment Portfolio



MONTH LY REPO RT PO RTFO LIO: I ntergraded Envi ron me nta[ M anagement

MONTH: Seotember 2026

: Heidi Hattingh

We are stitt awaiting feedback from Merafong.

There is ongoinq rubbish accumulation throushorrt Ward 14.'- *..o-...o'--

Sidewalk trees in Ward 14 have yet to be trimmed.

Thank you for the cutting of some open fieLds that was reported, reatty

appreciated.

Stitl. many open fietds (grass)that need to be cut.

There is a stump gro'wing on the road at 30 Kiepersot, Fochryi[te, which requires
removat. Kindty address this issue at your eartiest convenience.

RubbLe needs to be removed in front of 10 Kiepersol Fochvitle at Sunshine
daycare.

Opposite 104 Otienhout Fochvitte fieLd to be mowed

Next to swimming academy in Pepperkorrel Fochvitte fietd needs to be cut.

Grass has been eut next to Losberg ave Fochvitte thank you for that.

Opposite 14-16 Kareeboom Fochvilte fietd needs to be cut

Ouhout Fochvitl.e fietd shoutd be mowed.

Signature: Date: 01 September 2026



Good day,

Attached is my application for leave of absence for the above meeting"

It is further confirmed that I have no new financial submission for the September
meeting seeing that I could not obtain any new financial reports from Cllr Zwar1. I

have also reported to Cllr ZwarL that the municipality has not complied with the
tvlunicipal Property Rates Act before levying the new rates in August 2026 by failing
to notify each individual property owner of the new value of their properties as
required by Section a9(1)(c) of the [VIPRA, rendering the valuation roll null and void.
No feedback has been received.
The matter was also raised with other parties and individuals who took the matter
further.
The Ward committee has also not received any feedback from my [VIay, June and
August submissions.

Regards

Albie Nieuwoudt



Monthly Report: Health and Social Portfolio
Abraham Brits
Date: 1 September 2A26

Introduction

This month's report reflects both the improvements experienced by residents and the ongoing concerns
atTecting the health, social well-being and general quality of lit-e within the community.

There have been some positive developments, particularly regarding the consistency of basic services and
improvements in certain areas of municipal administration. I{owever, these improvements should not
overshadou'the continued frustration experienced by residents, particularly in relation to municipal billing,
property rates, environmental problems and the lack of communication fiom the municipality.

While residents appreciate services when they function properly, there is still a strong feeling that many of
the current problems require more decisive and accountable action from the municipality.

Basic Services and Municipal Administration

Municipal Accounts

The introduction of the revised monthly accounts has brought some improvement in the presentation and
availability of bilting intbrmation. This has made it somewhat easier for residents to understand their
accounts.

Howevet, this should not be regarded as the end of the problem. Many residents still have concerns
regarding the accuracy of their accounts, previous discrepancies and the way outstanding matters are being
dealt with. Residents need reliable and accurate accounts as a basic mr.rnicipal service, rather than having to
repeatedly query or challenge their bills.

Electricity Supply

The electricity supply has been considerably more stable recently, with fewer intemrptions being reported
by residents.

I'his improvement is welcomed by the community. However, residents remain concerned about the
reliability of the system in tlie longer term and expect the municipality to maintain the necessary
maintenance and inliastructure planning to prevent a retum to the frequent problems experienced in the past.

Water Supply

The water supply has also been relatively consistent in recent weeks, with considerably fewer interruptions
reported.

This is impetrlant to residents. particularly after the serious water supply problems experienced previously.
The community appreciates having a reliable water supply, but there is understandable conceffl about
whether this level of service can be maintained over the long term.

Residents are looking lbr consistent service delivery rather than temporary improvements, particularly
as the municipality approaches another election period.



Environmental Health and community welfare
Community Cleanup

The condition of several areas has improved through increased community involvement and iocal efforts to
keep the neighbourhoods ciean.

This demonstrates what can be achieved when residents take responsibility for their surroundings and work
together. However, the municipality also has an important role to play in ensuring that these imlrovements
are maintained.

The current challenge is not simply cleaning areas once, but establishing a sustainable system that prevents
the same problems from retuming.

Waste Scavenging

The continued scavenging of wheelie bins remains a concem.

Residents report that bins are often searched through and waste is left scattered around the streets. Apart
from creating additional litter, this contributes to an environment that is unpleasant and potentially unhealthy
and also creates concerns about security and the general appearance ofthe neighbourhood.

This issue requires a more practical and coordinated response involving the municipality, relevant
community organisations and other responsible authorities.

Critical Areas of Concern

Property Rate Increases

The most serious current concern raised by residents is the significant increase in property rates.

In some cases, residents have experienced increases of up to approximately s}"/a,which many households
simply cannot absorb, parlicularly in the current economic climate.

These increases are creating considerable financial pressure and an-xiety among residents. property owners
are entitled to expect clear explanations and proper justification for substantiaiincreases in their municipal
charges.

Lack of Feedback on Objections

A fuilher concern is the lack of communication follow'ing the submission of objections and complaints
regarding these increases.

A number of affected residents have fotmally raised their concerns, yet many have received little or no
acknowledgment or meaningful feedback indicating whether their objectioni are being investigated.

This lack of communication is adding to the fiustration within the community.

Residents are not necessarily expecting every objection to be upheld, but they do expect their complaints
to be acknowledged, properly considered and responded to.



Overall Assessment

There have been some noticeable improvements in the reliability of water and electricity services and in thepresentation of municipal accounts. These improvements are aclnowledged and appreciated by residents.

However, it would be premature to regard the current situation as a satisfactory resolution of themunicipality's service delivery problems.

The community continues to experience financial pressure, uncertainty regarding municipal charges,environmental concerns and frustration about the lack of 
"omm,rnication 

*t 
", 

problems are reported.

The Health and Social Portfblio therefore recommends that greater attention be given not only to servicedelivery itself, but also to communication, accountability and responsiveness to residents.

Residents need to feel that their conceT! are being heard and acted upon. Reliable municipal servicesshould be regarded as a basic responsibility ratheithan an achievement thut residents should have tocontinually hope will be maintained.

The community welcomes genuine improvements, but remains cautious and expects the municipality todemonstrate that these improvements are sustainable and that outstanding problems will be cleali with openlyand responsibly.



07 /09 /2026

Sports ground ond Librory

Stello de Beer

Sporl:

. Some oreos hove electricity

. Bothrooms ore still o huge concern ond not user friendly

. Security is o big issue os the fence is still down of the bock ond onyone
con goin occess into the oreo to vondolise it

o Kids ore driving oround with motorcycles recklessly in the vicinity of the
sports grounds ond security is ollowing it

. lllegol dumping oround the sports grounds is toking ploce becouse of
members ore coming from Kokosi ond dump whot ever they wont to
there ond thot is on eosy woy for illegol octivities to toke ploce in ond
oround the oreo ond it is opposite SAVF, ond this is olso on eosy occess
to the SAVF

. The sports grounds ore being destroyed ond whot does security do
there, things ore getting stolen

. The security of the gote if they ore there is, giving occess to onyone
without completing o formol register to keep record on who is entering
ond exiting the oreo

o Lights ore burning too long of the rugby fields, ond this must be tested
for summertime thot the timer con go off eorlier in ihe evenings

. where does the money go to when people is using the swimming
pool?

Iibrorv:

. There ore two permonent workers in the librory

. There ore no new books thot con be used

. Bothrooms ore still o huge issue oss they do not look good, ond this is

not giving o good impression, ond it is leoking ond woter going down
the possoges

o The building is on issue it's leoking when it roins ond books con get
rotten becouse of woter domoge

o The inside does not look good becouse of woter domoge ond needs
to be repointed

o A bigger spoce is needed os it is too smoll for books, shelves, students
ond reoders

o No stotionory for underprivileged kids thot needs it when they come to
the librory



o Telephones in ploce
. Stoff must undergo troining if there is o fire in the librory to moke sure

they use the right fire equipment
o Computers ore outdoted ond the monitors ore still the smoll monitors
o There ore not ony troces of on orchive for old books, lwould suggest

thot some of the offices not in use con be used for this purpose
. The librory needs o revomp ond new iechnology to ossist leorners in our

town to moke o difference in their doily lives ond to moke their work
eosier

. Stoff must olso undergo troining for in o cose of ombushing whot to do
ond who to phone especiolly if there ore leorners in the librory ond
to protect them
Security meosures must be put in ploce for the stoff ond leorners os

sofety comes first

Concerns:

ond does not core obout thot. Buildings get vondolised ond the
security does not report onything, copper pipes etc been stolen.

up meosurements must be implemented when people moke use of the
civic centre.

books out

guord sometimes let members just go through ond some must poy?

a


